




















































































































KEEP THE FLAME OF
CURIOUSITY ALIVE

| Dr.  Manoj Kumar

he success and 

prosperity in the later 

part of life is largely 

dependent on the quality of our student life. The quality of 

student life is not limited to grades or awards. Actually, these 

are secondary, the first and foremost sign of an astounding 

student life is the quality of learning and learnability. In other 

words, what we learnt during our student life, and how did 

we develop our ability to learn new skills and knowledge 

.Hence it becomes crucial to know what are the key 

determinants of quality learning in student life.

Although, the quality of learning is impacted by various 

factors, CURIOSITY is the pivotal factor which determines the 

quality of effort one makes for learning, the intensity of 

desire to learn and the applicability of learnt stuff. The 

curious mind learns better, learns faster, is able to relate the 

newly learnt content to other learning, and is likely to use 

the learning better. Researches in psychology and other 

related domains have invariably confirmed the crucial role 

of curiosity not only in learning better and faster but also in 

better retention. Psychologists have observed that curiosity 

helps in making the professional lives more productive and 

personal life happier and more meaningful.

The next question is what we can do to sharpen edge of 

curiosity. Everyone has the curiosity, but the requirement is 

to enhance its scope and increase its intensity. We can work 

on sharpening the edge of curiosity at any point of life, but 

it’s better if we can do it earlier in student life. Developing 

the curiosity in student life will have bigger impact on life as 

it will impact our profession, personal life and other dimen-

sions of life for a longer period. 

For the students, a few simple habits can go a long way in 

keeping the flame of curiosity burning and increase the 

intensity. 

The first and foremost is keeping an open mind. Keeping an 

open mind simply means keeping our minds open for new 

or contradictory ideas, accepting that what I think right may 

be wrong. It means being accommodative to other points of 

views. Another important point here is to keep in mind that 

we should look for quality of information, logical relevance of 

argument, and we should not be too much concerned with 

the source. In simple words, person may be junior in age and 

social status, but his or points or observations may be more 

useful and valid than the points made people with higher 

authority or status.

The second requirement is relentless questioning. We should 

keep on questioning at every step and in every direction. We 

should remember the dictum that a person asking a question 

may look fool for a minute, but the person who does not ask 

stays fool forever. We should not at all be concerned how 

others react when we ask. Many discoveries and inventions 

which changed the world could not have taken place, if 

scientists or scholars would have got their spirit dampened 

by sarcastic remarks of others. We should not accept 

something as true because someone has said it. We have 

the right to know why any statement or theory was made, 

and we have the right to test its validity again.

The third requirement is we start doing something which we 

don’t know how to do. Entering the unknown zone is the best 

way to know something new. It involves also doing 

something in a way which is different from the way we have 

done it in past. Experimentation is the key to discover and 

invent. We must make it a habit to learn more and keep the 

life interesting.

Fourth requirement is that we should make it a habit to focus 

on single task at a time. Don’t read the book while talking on 

phone. Multitasking acts as an obstacle to become curious. 

Curiosity requires total use of mental faculty.
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